
English version of the Heritage Designation Petition 

CONSIDERING THAT the protection and the enhancement 
of Montréal’s Chinatown is of national public interest, 
according to article 58 of the Cultural Heritage Act; 
CONSIDERING THAT the Montréal Chinatown has no equal 
in Québec and is an essential space for the livelihoods and 
belonging of the Québecois Asian community; 
CONSIDERING THAT the Montréal Chinatown is a historical 
site and symbol of living together, where Indigenous, Franco-
Canadian, Scottish, Irish, Jewish, Chinese, Vietnamese, and 
other communities have lived since the beginning of Québec 
history; 
CONSIDERING THAT the entirety of Chinatown is unique, 
both in terms of its rich history and ambiance that it 
encompasses; 
CONSIDERING THAT Montréal’s Chinatown is facing 
imminent peril from gentrification and real estate speculation, 
causing fear for the future of its residents, businesses, 
associations and community services, but also for the survival 
of a rich heritage, part of which has already been destroyed by 
real estate projects; 
We, the undersigned, call upon the Government of Quebec 
to urgently designate Montreal's Chinatown as a heritage 
site in order to preserve the exceptional uniqueness of this 
place and ensure its longevity. 
 
Deadline to sign the petition: August 11, 2021 

 
http://tiny.cc/petitionpatrimoniale 

 
Feel free to share this petition with others. Here is a document 
to the English, French and Chinese versions:  

http://tiny.cc/petitiontranslations 
 
Petition drafted by Jean-Philippe Riopel and Élyse Lévesque. 

About CWG: Formed in 2019, we are a community group 
working to protect, promote, and preserve the history and 
evergreen culture of Montreal’s historical Chinatown and its 
diverse communities 

 

 
Chinatown Working Group Survey 

 
The purpose of this survey is to better understand the 
opinions and needs of residents and community members 
who live, work, and visit Montreal's historic Chinatown. Your 
participation is voluntary, and all questions are optional.  

 
http://tiny.cc/cwgsurveyen 

 
For more info or to get involved, write to us at: 

 
cwgmtl@gmail.com 

 
Follow us  

https://cwgmtl.org 
https://www.instagram.com/cwg_mtl/ 

https://www.facebook.com/CWGMontreal 
 

Thank you to everyone’s contributions so far! 
We appreciate your help in saving Chinatown. 
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Basic FAQs 
 
Montreal’s Chinatown is at risk! Why? 
Unabated development and real estate speculation in the area 
has put an already small Chinatown at risk of disappearing. 
Some examples of current development and real estate 
speculation include:  

• A large real estate developer bought numerous 
buildings on Montreal Chinatown’s most historic 
block, including 106 and 118 de la Gauchetière Ouest 
and the buildings in which Wings Noodle House 
operates.  

• The 12-story Hampton Inn and Serenity condo 
development by the South Gate of Chinatown on 
Blvd. St. Laurent. 

• OneViger, an upcoming luxury condo at Avenue Viger 
and boulevard Saint-Laurent. 

• 1050 St. Laurent, a 5-story commercial building 
backing on to Sun Yat Sen Park is being proposed. 

• A planned public light rail network REM de L’EST 
visually cutting off Chinatown along Blvd. René 
Lévesque. 

• An unknown project at Avenue Hôtel-de-Ville and 
boulevard René-Lévesque.  

 
This is a pattern. In the 70s and 80s, development projects 
effectively boxed in Chinatown. This includes Complexe 
Desjardins to the north, the Ville-Marie highway to the south, the 
CHUM development to the east, and Complexe Guy-Favreau 
and Palais des Congrès to the west.  
 
Why does this matter?      
“Neighbourhood revitalization” that ignores the living 
community risks the erasure of Chinatown’s cultural identity, 
threatens the displacement of Chinatown’s vulnerable 
populations, threatens the eviction of tenants and 
jeopardises the survival of small minority-owned 
businesses due to rising rents and large corporate chains 
moving in. Property owners who want to maintain legacy 

businesses and community organisations will find it 
harder to compete with the rising costs in the neighbourhood.   
 
More than a tourist destination, Chinatown is a living 
community with senior residents, legacy and family-run 
businesses and restaurants, Chinese family associations and 
community organizations, who have collectively made a vibrant 
place with deep cultural, social and heritage significance. 
 
What can be done? 
Most urgently, the Chinatown Working Group (CWG) is asking 
the City of Montreal and the Province of Quebec to take 
immediate safeguard measures to protect what little 
remains of Montreal’s Historic Chinatown. We are calling for 
heritage designation and a vision and implementation plan 
co-created with the community. 
 
Heritage designation is just one step to ensuring a healthy and 
resilient ecosystem in Chinatown. CWG envisions a revitalised 
Chinatown that invests in the existing living community, 
values and celebrates the unique businesses and 
cultural production of the neighbourhood, and helps 
Chinatown to grow in a way that enhances rather than 
erases its unique character.  
 
How will this directly impact me and other 
stakeholders? 
Our vision calls for concrete actions that will support both 
businesses and landowners, as well as Chinatown’s residents.  
 

Direct impact for business and 
landowners: 

Direct impacts for residents 
of Chinatown and Greater 
Montreal: 

Support programs to retain 
legacy businesses 

More affordable housing and 
services for seniors to age in 
place 

Opportunities to bring new 
entrepreneurship and cultural 
enterprise into the 
neighbourhood 

Support for cultural 
programming and 
celebration of heritage  

Subsidies for building owners 
and small landlords to renovate 
and maintain their buildings 

Generating interest and 
investment in authentic 
cultural experiences and 
cultural tourism 

 
Creating community green 
spaces and gathering places 

A seat at the table for both industry and residents: Having 
the local community as the driving force behind decisions 
through a formal multi-stakeholder advisory group with the City 
of Montreal.  

 
Has this cultural heritage approach worked anywhere 
else? 
Vancouver’s Chinatown has had heritage designation since the 
1970s. Faced with a similar type of land speculation and 
redevelopment pressure as Montreal is now facing, Vancouver’s 
Chinatown community organized itself toward a collective vision 
that respects the existing social and cultural fabric of their 
Chinatown. They even successfully had their Chinatown 
recognized as a National Historic Site in 2011. Currently 
Vancouver has a strong cultural heritage approach that focuses 
not only on Chinatown’s heritage buildings, but also around the 
community’s values, its cultural heritage, and general way of 
life.  
 
“We believe that adding more senior housing and 
intergenerational programming could be a cultural anchor for 
Chinatown’s future.  This is especially important when new 
developments are taking place – with new residents and 
businesses that often don’t have a connection to Chinatown.” - 
Fred Mah, Founder and Chair of Chinatown Society Heritage 
Buildings (Vancouver)   
 


